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Read the text and answer the questions.

The Cola Wars

Most people have heard of the Cold War between the old Soviet Union and the West. But fewer people have heard about another war, actually a series of battles, that was also waged at about the same time. They were fought by two giant brands in the soft drinks market, Coke and Pepsi, and are now known collectively as the Cola Wars.

Both drinks first came on the market towards the end of the nineteenth century, and they have been rivals for many years. It is not hard to see why: the market for carbonated drinks is worth close to $73 billion in the United States alone. Coke and Pepsi dominate, controlling over 70% of this market between them – 2008 figures suggest that the Coca Cola Company accounted for nearly 43%, while PepsiCo’s share was just 
over 30%.

Although these figures sound high, each brand has always wanted to increase its sales by cutting into the share of the market controlled by its rival. This competition erupted in the Cola Wars of the 1970s and 1980s, which were probably triggered by the “Pepsi Challenge”. The challenge consisted of blind tastings in which consumers were said to prefer the taste of Pepsi over Coke. Coca-Cola retaliated by launching New Coke, a variation of its original drink. The companies also initiated competing advertising campaigns featuring celebrities (Paula Abdul for Coke, Michael Jackson for Pepsi), which became so heated that Billy Joel even sang about the Cola Wars in his 1989 song, We Didn’t Start the Fire. 

Today, the war between these two giants has taken a modern twist: who is “greener”? It seems that this battle has, at least temporarily, been won by Coca Cola, which has promised to reduce the use of dangerous gases in vending machines, and has invested $50 million to research environmentally-friendly forms of refrigeration. By contrast, Pepsi has so far only started a pilot scheme, with no long-term commitments for change.

So, Pepsi or Coke? Most consumers have very definite, although often quite unfounded, ideas of which is tastier. But if you can’t decide, what about some orange juice instead?

1.
Write T (true) or F (false). Then copy the words that justify your answers.

1.
The Cola Wars erupted after the Cold War.  ……

2.
In 2008, Coke’s market share was valued at just over $70 billion.  ……

3.
Both companies have hired celebrities to promote their products.  ……

4.
The writer believes that people’s choice of Coke or Pepsi is generally not based on logic.  ……

2.
Answer the questions.

1.
Why does the writer mention the Cold War between the Soviet Union and the West? 

2.
What move is thought to have been the first in the Cola Wars?

3.
Why does the writer refer to Billy Joel’s song We Didn’t Start the Fire?

3.
Choose the correct answer.

1.
They in line 2 refers to … .

a.
the old Soviet Union and the West

b.
brands

c.
battles

d.
Coke and Pepsi

2.
Coca-Cola … .

a.
has spent $50 million to modernise vending machines

b.
has promised to reduce the use of harmful gases in its machines

c.
has introduced a pilot scheme to help it become more green

d.
is so far ahead in the green battle that Pepsi cannot catch up

Webquest

1.
You are going to watch and hear the song We Didn’t Start the Fire by Billy Joel. http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=eFTLKWw542g
Put a tick ([image: image1.jpg]


) next to the names of events, people, books or forms of entertainment (films, songs) you hear in the song. 

	H Bomb
	……
	Sputnik
	……

	World War II
	……
	Prince Charles
	……

	The Catcher in the Rye
	……
	Ben Hur
	……

	Liberace
	……
	Space Monkey
	……

	Nasser
	……
	Gemini II
	……

	Rock Around the Clock
	……
	Castro
	……

	Jail House Rock
	……
	U2
	……

	Bardot
	……
	Psycho
	……

	Khrushchev
	……
	Hemmingway
	……

	Mickey Mantle
	……
	Lawrence of Arabia
	……


2.
Go to the Wiki: We Didn’t Start the Fire: http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/We_Didn%27t_Start_the_Fire. 

Choose five people, events and / or items from Exercise 1 above and complete this chart.

	Name of person, event or item
	Year
	Importance
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