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Read the text and answer the questions.

All in the Family

Talent seems to run in certain show business families. There are numerous pairs of famous siblings: Oasis brothers Liam and Noel Gallagher and sisters Kylie and Dannii Minogue, to name but two. Talent also seems to exist across generations, as in the case of singers Julio Iglesias and his sons, Enrique and Julio Jr, or actors Martin and Charlie Sheen.

The facts are undeniable, but the obvious question is: are the people in these families really more talented, or do they just get more opportunities to prove themselves? Although it is impossible to settle the nature versus nurture debate definitely, there is plenty of reason to suppose that the first explanation is true. This argument gains strength since famous entertainment personalities often marry others in the field. Isn’t it likely that actress Kate Hudson, for example, inherited talent from her actress mother, Goldie Hawn, or from her father, musician William Hudson? The evidence seems even stronger when considering families with many famous members such as the Jacksons, who sang together before several of the children, including Michael and Janet, went on to brilliant solo careers.

However, it is also true that some members of famous families get opportunities to break into show business that other people often do not. These opportunities may be offered to the children of the famous, who can start their careers at a young age. Singer Lily Allen appeared in a television comedy co-written by her father when she was only three; Sean Lennon joined mother Yoko Ono in a video at age five and Miley Cyrus started her acting career at nine, soon after which she was given a role in her father’s television series. Even siblings of the famous may get special opportunities: because Nick Jonas already had a solo career, music industry gurus were willing to listen to his brothers, Kevin and Joe, leading to the creation of the Jonas Brothers group.

It’s impossible to decide whether heredity or environment is more important in developing star clans. But meanwhile, we can certainly hope for great things for the children of, say, Brad Pitt and Angelina Jolie (herself the daughter of actor Jon Voight) or those of Catherine Zeta-Jones and Michael Douglas (son of actor Kirk).

1.
Answer the questions.

In which paragraph does the writer discuss the possibility that:

a.
the people in these families are really more talented ?  ……

b.
the people in these families get more opportunities to show their talents?  ……

2.
Write T (true) or F (false). Then copy the words that justify your answers.

1.
The Jackson family became famous when Michael and Janet started their solo careers.  ……

2.
Lily Allen co-wrote a comedy with her father.  ……

3.
Having a famous brother or sister is an advantage in the entertainment industry.  ……

3.
Complete the sentence.

Sean Lennon is given as an example of someone who 




 .

4.
Number the events in the chronological order in which they actually occurred.

……
a.
The Jonas Brothers Group was created.

……
b.
Music industry gurus listened to Kevin and Joe.

……
c.
Nick Jonas became a successful solo artist.

5.
Choose the correct answer.

The writer … .

a.
believes that nature rather than nurture creates star families

b.
prefers the “environment” explanation for star families

c.
thinks Michael Douglas is more talented than his father

d.
believes that children of star couples will probably be talented

Webquest

Many brothers and sisters are famous. Who are they? 

Go to 20 Celebrity Siblings: http://www.parade.com/celebrity/slideshows/editors-pick/famous-celebrity-siblings.html?index=1
Do you know their first or family name? Do you know what are they famous for? Complete the chart.

	First name
	Family name
	They are famous for …

	Maggie and Jake
	
	

	
	Simpson
	

	
	Wilson
	

	Mary-Kate and Ashley
	
	

	
	
	These sisters are famous for being famous. 
Their family owns hotels around the world.

	
	Duff
	

	Shirley and Warren
	
	

	
	
	They play tennis.

	
	Wahlberg
	

	Ben and Casey
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