[image: image1.png]© B Burlington Books




Viewpoints 2
Web Extra – Unit 5, Page 57

[image: image2.png]© B Burlington Books




Viewpoints 2
Web Extra – Unit 5, Page 57


Read the text and answer the questions.

Advice by Shipp

Many magazines and newspapers have a section where readers can write in for advice about personal problems. The person who answers these letters is often portrayed as a kindly, middle-aged woman, with a reassuring sort of name. That’s why advice columnist Josh Shipp is so unusual – not only is he male, he’s also only 29-years-old.

Josh has been compared to other TV advice experts such as Dr Phil, but his target audience is very different. Through books, live appearances and on his own TV show, Jump Shipp, Josh offers advice to troubled or confused teeagers and 20-somethings. He is also available on the medium with which his generation is so at home: the Internet. His website, heyjosh.com, is accessed by thousands each day, and he may be reached on certain social-networking sites, too. But it is not only the availability that youngsters find so appealing, Josh offers sound advice with a large dose of humour.

Josh has great empathy with the problems of the young. Abandoned at birth by his biological parents, he grew up with a succession of foster parents, some of whom treated him badly. As an abused teenager, he turned to food for consolation and contemplated suicide. But he also began to use humour to gain attention in class, and a sympathetic teacher noticed this. The teacher saw that classmates listened to Josh while they were laughing, and encouraged him to expand on his advice-giving. Josh believes that his own life story helps young people to trust him, and shows them that they really do have control over their own future.

In addition to reaching youngsters directly, Josh is now developing ways of addressing adults in contact with young people, such as parents, teachers, youth leaders and sports coaches. His company employs several people and makes millions of dollars; today, a one-hour speech will earn Josh $5,000. Not bad for a young man who started out with such disadvantages – and certainly an inspiration to his audience.

1.
Answer the questions.

1.
In what two ways is the person who usually gives advice in a magazine different from Shipp?

2.
List four ways that troubled teenagers can get advice from Shipp.


1.




2.




3.




4.



2.
Choose the correct answer.

1.
Josh … .


a.
is accessible on over 7,000 websites


b.
may be heard giving advice on his website


c.
runs a website for comics called heyjosh.com


d.
can be contacted on some social-networking sites

2.
According to Josh, he is successful because … .


a.
teenagers like him


b.
he was once a teenager himself


c.
he has a good sense of humour


d.
teenagers trust him

3.
Write T (true) or F (false). Then copy the words that justify your answers.

1.
Josh abandoned his family because he was abused.  ……

2.
Classmates listened to Josh because he was funny.  ……

3.
Josh runs a financially successful company.  ……

Webquest

Go to Coping with a Jealous Friend: http://www.teenissues.co.uk/coping-jealous-friend.html and answer these questions.
1.
Why is the friend jealous?

2.
What solutions to the problem do they suggest?

3.
Do you agree with these suggestions? If not, what do you suggest?

Choose another teen issue at http://www.teenissues.co.uk/ and answer the following questions:

1.
What’s the person’s problem?

2.
What advice is the person given?

3.
Do you agree with the advice given? If not, what advice would you give?
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