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Read the text and answer the questions.

The 4x4 Debate

Jeeps, SUVs, 4x4s and “Chelsea tractors”. Whatever you call them, these large vehicles have become the subject of fierce debate in the United Kingdom and elsewhere: should they be banned from city centres?

Some people claim that these larger vehicles are unsuited to city driving: they cause congestion and make life difficult for pedestrians and cyclists. Even jeep drivers themselves may find it difficult to park and to navigate city streets. However, more serious is the charge that SUVs cause accidents. These vehicles, statistics show, are involved in 25% more accidents than other cars. This may be because they block narrow streets, restricting the view of other road users. In addition, they are heavier and have an elevated centre of gravity, making them more difficult to maneuver, especially in urban areas.

Supporters of a ban also stress ecological factors: SUVs are a larger drain on oil resources because they use more fuel than smaller cars do. They also cause more air pollution and contribute to global warming, since they produce more carbon dioxide. Therefore, the argument goes, these vehicles should be restricted to rural areas only, where unpaved roads and similar driving hazards justify their use.

However, opponents of a ban also present strong arguments. First, they say that all cars pollute, and that singling out SUVs is unfair. Second, they claim that owners of 4x4s tend to take good care of their vehicles and so can use them for longer. This means a reduction in the number of new cars which are manufactured, a process that itself requires massive amounts of energy. They add that many jeep owners belong to automobile clubs that provide support to emergency services; their vehicles may be volunteered for use when, for example, a search and rescue mission is undertaken in bad weather. But above all, they worry that a ban would seriously affect people’s freedom of choice, an important right in a democracy.

So, should these cars be banned, or not? Until the matter is decided one way or another, surely every driver should think carefully about whether the use of such a car is justified for a particular place at a particular time.

1.
Write T (true) or F (false). Then copy the words that justify your answers.

1.
Jeeps may also be known as 4x4s.  ……

2.
Twenty-five per cent of SUVs are involved in accidents.  ……

2.
Name four groups of people who may be adversely affected by the use of jeeps in urban areas.

1.
……………………..
3.
……………………..

2.
……………………..
4.
……………………..

3.
What may result from the fact that these larger vehicles are more difficult to maneuver around city streets?

4.
Give one specific situation mentioned in the text where SUVs might be useful.

5.
Answer the questions.
1.
How many different arguments against a ban does the writer present in paragraph 4?


………………………

2.
Which argument is considered to be the most serious?

6.
Choose the correct answer.

The writer … .

a.
would like to see jeeps banned from city streets

b.
does not want to see a ban imposed on 4x4 drivers 

c.
feels the use of 4x4s is always justified

d.
presents arguments, but does not give an opinion

Webquest

Fuel efficient or not? When buying a car today, we must look at its MPG, miles per gallon. Which car would you choose?

A.
Passenger Cars:

Go to: Fuel Economy: http://www.fueleconomy.gov/feg/bestworst.shtml
Choose the correct answers.

	Which minicompact car is the most efficient? 
	Mini Cooper manual
	Mini Cooper automatic

	Which compact car is the most efficient?
	Honda Civic
	Volkswagen Golf

	Which large car is the most efficient?
	Honda Accord
	Hyundai Sonata

	Which is the least efficient car?
	Bentley
	Lamborghini

	Which is the most efficient car?
	Toyota Prius
	Smart


B.
Trucks, Vans and SUVs

Go to: Fuel Economy: http://www.fueleconomy.gov/feg/bestworstEPAtrucks.htm
Choose the correct answers.

	Which small pickup truck is the most efficient?
	Toyota Tacoma 2WD
	Ford Ranger

	Which sport utility vehicles is the most efficient?
	Mazda Tribute
	Jeep Patriot 2WD

	Which Standard Pickup Truck is the most efficient?
	GMC Sierra
	Chevrolet Silverado

	Which is the least efficient truck, van or SUV?
	Mercedes-Benz ML 63
	GMC Savana


C.
Based on what you read, which car, truck, van or SUV would you choose? Explain your choice.

D.
Choose a car, truck, van or SUV listed on this site and prepare an advertisement. 
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