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Read the text and answer the questions.

Hard Work in Hollywood!

Hollywood stars are the envy of many. They have wealth, glamour and a luxurious lifestyle, which all appear to have been acquired effortlessly. Their job is not difficult, some people think, so why are they so well-rewarded? But the life of a working actor or actress is far from easy.

Sometimes, for example, stars have to alter their body shape for the sake of a role. Tom Hanks gained 23 kilos for the start of the film Castaway, but by the end of the film, his character was supposed to be painfully thin. Production was actually stopped so that he could lose the weight. Renee Zellweger also famously gained weight to play Bridget Jones in Bridget Jones’s Diary. The actress then shed the excess weight for her role as Roxy in Chicago, but had to regain the 13 or so kilos for the sequel to Bridget Jones – Bridget Jones: The Edge of Reason. 

At other times, stars undergo a change in their lifestyle. Daniel Day Lewis lived for several months in the wilderness, eating only what he could hunt and fish, before he started filming The Last of the Mohicans. Catherine Zeta-Jones, in contrast, prepared for her role as a waitress in No Reservations by working in a restaurant. She had difficulty remembering the menu, and found the work hard, but this gave her great admiration for the waiters and kitchen staff.  She was also surprised at how unobservant the diners were, and noted that it took a long time for them to notice the waitress’s supposed “resemblance” to the actress! 

And sometimes actors and actresses have to learn unusual skills for their roles. Matt Damon mastered the game of golf for Bagger Vance, but cracked a rib doing so. This made filming the golf scenes in the film very painful. And for The Brothers Bloom, Rachel Weisz, who could not even shuffle a deck of cards, learned how to perform complicated card tricks.

In addition, of course, stars have to learn their lines and convince us that they are really the character they are portraying. They put in long hours, often on location far away from their families. With all this hard work, haven’t they actually earned the many rewards they enjoy?

1.
Choose the correct answer.

The writer … . 

a.
envies the stars’ wealth, glamour and lifestyle

b.
thinks that stars should not be so well-rewarded

c.
believes that stars work hard for their rewards

d.
agrees that acting is an easy way to earn money

2.
Complete the sentences.

1.
Both Tom Hanks and Renee Zellweger ………………………………………… for a film role. 


Tom Hanks ………………………………………… for his role at the beginning of the film Castaway,


and he later had to ………………………………………… .

2.
In Bagger Vance, Matt Damon played a professional ………………………………………… .

3.
Write T (true) or F (false). Then copy the words that justify your answers.

1.
Daniel Day Lewis personally hunted and fished for the food the actors ate while filming of The Last of the Mohicans.  ……

2.
Kitchen staff and waiters admired Catherine Zeta-Jones for working as a waitress.  ……

3.
Most customers at the restaurant did not recognise Catherine Zeta-Jones immediately.  ……

4.
Answer the question. 

Why was Rachel Weisz’s accomplishment remarkable?

5.
Give three examples of the “hard work” (paragraph 5) normally done by actors. 

Webquest

1.
Go to: http://www.sporcle.com/games/actorsindisguise.php
Can you guess who these actors and actresses are? You have six minutes.

Click on ‘give up’ (above clock) to get the correct answers.

2.
Hilary Swank won an Oscar for her portrayal of boxer Maggie Fitzgerald in Million Dollar Baby. Read the interviews on the following websites and answer the questions below.


http://www.hilary-swank.org/updates/?page_id=592

http://www.cbsnews.com/stories/2005/03/02/6011/main677647.shtml
1.
How did Hilary Swank change her body for this role?

2.
Where did she learn to box?

3.
How many hours a day did she have to train?
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