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Read the text and answer the questions that follow.

Walt Disney

When we think of Walt Disney, we think of cute animated films that always end happily. Disney’s creations have brought enchantment and joy to generations of children – and adults – all over the world.

One would imagine the creator of these cartoons as a kind, happy man, but in reality, Disney was not a pleasant person. He had a terrible temper and was tyrannical to his staff. A perfectionist and a workaholic, he felt he needed to control every aspect of his growing business.

Perhaps Disney’s difficult personality was caused by difficulties in his early life. He grew up in poverty and was forced to work hard. By the age of eight, he was getting up daily at 3 a.m. to deliver the newspapers for his father’s route. As a child, he found that drawing was an escape from the hardships of life.

In 1922, 21-year-old Disney arrived in Hollywood with only $40 and a sketchbook. Through his genius, inventiveness and determination, he eventually became one of the most dominant figures in the entertainment industry. His first great success was the invention in 1928 of Mickey Mouse, still the world’s best-known and most-loved cartoon character. Mickey was a hit from the start, and by 1930, Disney was an international celebrity.

However, Disney’s innovations went far beyond Mickey. He was the first to add music, sound effects and full colour to cartoons. In 1937, he produced the world’s first full-length cartoon, Snow White and the Seven Dwarfs, where the movements of the characters were more realistic than anything that had ever come before. Snow White was followed over the years by unforgettable classics such as 101 Dalmations and The Jungle Book.

In the 1950s, Disney began to dream of going beyond film and building a three-dimensional adventureland. The result was the creation of Disneyland in Anaheim, California. Next came the immense Disney World in Orlando, Florida, which he planned, but never lived to see completed.

It is difficult to believe that Disney, the creator of so much magic for children, did not enjoy his own childhood. Perhaps through his films and parks he was trying to become a child again, this time in a beautiful world where he felt safe, loved and in control. 

1.
The writer sees a contradiction between … .


a.
Disney’s personality and the way he ran his business


b.
children and adults enjoying Disney’s films


c.
Disney’s bad temper and his perfectionism


d.
Disney’s creations and his personality

2.
Complete the following sentences. 


1.
Perhaps Disney had a difficult personality because 




 .


2.
As a child, Disney drew in order to 




 .

3.
Write T (true) or F (false). Then copy the words that justify your answer. 


1.
Disney started his career with almost nothing.   ……


 .


2.
It took a long time for Mickey Mouse to become popular.   ……



 .

4.
List four ways in which Disney improved animation. 

5.
Besides films, what other work of Disney’s does the writer discuss?

6.
Write numbers to put the events in the correct order.


Disney …


a.
became famous.   ……

b.
came to Hollywood.   ……

c.
produced Snow White.   ……

d.
planned Disney World.   ……

e.
created Mickey Mouse.   ……

f.
delivered newspapers.   ……

g.
built Disneyland.   ……
Webquest

Your family is going to Florida. You have two days to spend at Walt Disney World Resort. You are going to plan the trip. 

1.
Choose a hotel. Make sure you have enough rooms for your family. 

2.
Choose tickets to the attractions.
What do your tickets include? (For example, use of the Disney transportation system, fun rides, etc.)

3.
Plan two days visiting two or more of the parks in Walt Disney World Resort. List what you will see there and why you chose these parks. 

4.
How much will this trip cost your family? 

These Internet sites are a good place to begin:

For special packages and hotels:

http://www.disney-vacation-hotels.com/ 

http://disneyworld.disney.go.com/ 

Flights:

http://www.orbitz.com/
http://away.com/index.html
Hotels near Disney World:

http://hotels.orlandovacation.com/ 

http://www.dreamsunlimitedtravel.com/resorts/ 

http://www.tripadvisor.com/Tourism-g34515-Orlando_Florida-Vacations.html 

Other ticket sites:

http://www.greatorlandodiscounts.com/ 

http://www.dwtickets.com/Discount_Disney_World_Tickets_s/1.htm
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