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Read the text and answer the questions that follow.

Preparing for College in the USA

You’re 16 years old, with two more years of high school in front of you. What are you thinking about: where you’re going to work, or perhaps whether or not you’ll take a gap year? In the United States, 16 year olds are already preparing for entrance to a college or university. Here’s some information about universities and colleges in the USA and how students prepare for college and university entrance.

· Preparing for college or university entrance begins in 10th grade with students making sure they maintain a high average in all their studies (called a “grade point average” or GPA), and completing courses in preparation for the SAT test. The SAT Reasoning Test examines maths ability, critical reading and writing skills. Without scoring a sufficient mark in this test, a student can’t get into college or university. Each college or university decides the minimum SAT and GPA scores they will accept.

· Students have to apply to a college or university when they are in 11th grade. Some students apply to only one college or university, but most students apply to at least five, just in case they don’t get accepted into their first choice.

· A student who goes to a public college or university in their home state, (like Ohio State University for example), will pay about $10,000 per year in tuition fees. Out-of-state education (going to a college or university in a different state), can cost more than twice that amount. Universities such as Harvard or Yale charge up to $35,000 per year and this doesn’t include room and board, which can cost an additional $10,000 per year! However, deciding which university to attend is based on the quality of the tuition, as well as the price. Fortunately, many schools offer financial aid.

· Students who aren’t sure what they want to major in spend their “freshman” and “sophomore” years (Years 1 and 2) taking general education courses such as English literature, history, sociology, psychology, maths or sciences.

1.
Write T (true) or F (false). Then copy the words that justify your answers.

1.
Students in the USA apply to universities when they are in the 10th grade.   ……
2.
A high GPA score is a requirement for entrance into a college or university.   ……
3.
It’s common to apply to a number of different universities.   ……
4.
Out-of-state education is cheaper than going to a local university.   ……
5.
Tuition fees generally include accommodation and food.   ……
2.
Answer the questions.

1.
Give two examples of ways in which 16 year olds in the USA prepare for college/university entrance.

2.
Why do students apply to more than one university?

3.
Which two things will a student consider before choosing a university?

4.
What are Years 1 and 2 more commonly called in the USA?

Webquest

Choose three of the colleges or universities listed below. With the help of the Internet site listed below complete the chart. Compare your findings with your friends.

	Yale University
	Dartmouth College
	Stanford University
	Sarah Lawrence College

	Ohio State University
	Emory College
	Harvard University
	Boston College

	Georgetown University
	Texas A/M University
	Brown University
	Evergreen State College


College Planning Made Easy - http://www.collegeboard.com/

	Name of College or University
	Location
(city / state)
	Private / 
Public
	Tuition

(in state / 
out of state)
	Number of Students
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