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Viewpoints 1
Web Extra


Read the text and answer the questions that follow.

Honesty Boxes Take Many Forms

Have you ever used an honesty box like the one discussed on page 91 of your Student’s Book? Perhaps you have without realising it, because honesty boxes – payment on the honour system – exist in many surprising places.

Some form of honesty boxes are used at many European and US museums, car parks, historical sites, parks and small farms that sell their produce. In Britain, a major bookshop chain uses honesty boxes for its newspaper sales in train stations – and company spokespeople report that the “vast majority” of newspapers are paid for. Similarly, for decades, newspapers in the USA have been sold from honesty-box kiosks – and customers rarely take more than the paper they paid for.

Today, though, the honesty-box concept takes other forms.

It exists, for example, on public transport systems in many cities. Regulations require that passengers pay, but it is often technically possible to ride for free (the risk, of course, is being caught by an inspector). Yet, most people pay for their travel. In fact, officials say that cheaters cost transport systems less than hiring more inspectors, or than installing turnstiles and ticket scanners to prevent free-riding. The honesty-box idea is also used on some US toll roads, where most people pay the fee despite lack of enforcement.

Honesty boxes are even going global, via the Internet. For example, some websites request payment, but give everyone access to the material, whether or not they pay. Perhaps surprisingly, many people do pay, even though it’s not obligatory. In late 2007, the band Radiohead allowed fans to download their new album, 
In Rainbows, for any sum or for free. In the first month, 38% of the downloaders paid for the album. You can view this either negatively or positively: that it’s terrible that most people took it for free, or that it’s amazing that so many people paid voluntarily.

There will always be honesty-box cheaters, but isn’t it nice to know that most people are honest?

1.
Answer the questions.

1.
Why does the writer mention US and European museums, parks and historical sites? 

2.
What is true about honesty-box newspaper sales in both Britain and the US?

3.
Why don’t some public transport systems install devices to prevent free riding?

4.
What examples are given of online honesty boxes?

5.
What did Radiohead charge for people to download the band’s CD?

2.
Write T (true) or F (false). Then copy the words that justify your answer.

1.
Honesty boxes were not successful in British train stations.   ……
2.
Cheaters cost transport systems more than the cost of ticket inspectors.   ……
3.
Less than half the people who downloaded Radiohead’s new album paid.   ……
Webquest

How honest are you? Take this online quiz:


" 

http://www.quizopolis.com/how_honest_are_you.php

· 
In pairs, write at least five more questions for this quiz.

· Ask at least ten students in your class to answer your questions. 

· Prepare a chart that shows how honest your classmates are.

· Do you agree with these results? Why or why not?
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