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Read the text and answer the questions that follow.

The Race to the South Pole

In October 1911, two groups of men set out on separate routes across Antarctica. Their leaders each had a dream: to be the first man in history to reach the South Pole. On the journey, they would cross approximately 1,500 miles of snow and ice and experience temperatures colder than anywhere else on Earth.

The two leaders, Roald Amundsen of Norway and Robert Scott of England, had arrived with their teams in Antarctica in January, 1911. Although both were experienced explorers, their approaches were very different. Amundsen had been in the Arctic, where he had learned about the importance of sled dogs. Scott, however, decided to use experimental gasoline-powered sledges as well as ponies to pull the supplies. In addition, the Norwegians were experienced at skiing, a skill which the British knew nothing about.

From the start, things went wrong for Scott. His ponies sank up to their bellies in the soft snow and died of the cold. The motorised sledges had to be abandoned, forcing the men to pull the heavy supply sleds themselves. Especially fierce weather made their progress extremely slow.

Meanwhile, Amundsen’s team made excellent progress. The weather was quite calm. The dogs, well-adapted to the climate, pulled the sleds as the men moved along easily on their skis. They reached the South Pole on 14 December 1911, raised the Norwegian flag and left a note in a tent declaring their victory. 

On 17 January 1912, the five members of Scott’s team finally reached the South Pole, where they found the Norwegians’ tent. On the way back, severe weather seemed to pursue the exhausted, hungry and disappointed men. One of Scott’s team members died on 17 February and another on 17 March. The frozen bodies of the remaining three, along with Scott’s diary, were discovered in their tent by a search team eight months later. They were only 11 miles away from a food and fuel supply they had left on their way out.

When Amundsen later heard what had happened to Scott, he declared that he would have given up the honour of victory to save him from his terrible death. But bad luck and bad decisions had already decided the fate of Scott and his men.

1.
Complete the chart comparing Amundsen and Scott’s expeditions. 

	
	Amundsen 
	Scott

	Transportation for supplies
	
	

	Transportation for men
	
	on foot

	Weather
	
	


2.
Write T (true) or F (false). Then copy the words that justify your answers.

1.
Amundsen and Scott used the same route across Antarctica.   ……

2.
Scott was an inexperienced explorer.   ……

3.
The motorised sledges were not successful.   ……

4.
Amundsen’s sled dogs were suited to conditions in the Antarctic.   ……

5.
Scott’s team experienced bad weather on the route back.   ……

6.
Scott’s men reached the fuel and food supplies before they died.   ……

3.
Complete the sentence.

In the end, Amundsen felt that his victory was less important than 
 .

Webquest

Choose an explorer that went to the South Pole and write a paragraph describing the expedition.

These Internet sites are a good place to begin your search:

http://www.enchantedlearning.com/explorers/antarctica.shtml 

http://www.pbs.org/wgbh/nova/shackleton/surviving/quest.html
http://www.coolantarctica.com/Antarctica%20fact%20file/History/exploration%20and%20history.htm 
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