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Read Dave’s travel blog and answer the questions that follow.

Capsule Hotels
June 18

I want to tell you about my night in a weird, amazing place – a capsule hotel in Tokyo, Japan.  A “room” in one of these hotels is a tiny cubicle just large enough for a mattress, small TV, bedside lamp, radio and alarm clock. These cubicles are lined up on both sides of a long corridor and are stacked two or three high. It looks like something from a science fiction film! To see a cubicle, go to http://images.google.com/images?hl=en&q=capsule+hotel
Capsule hotels started because of the Japanese tradition of staying out late after work. People often get stuck in town after missing the last train home, and in this city of astronomical prices, capsule hotels are a cheap, convenient place to spend an unplanned night away from home. 

After checking in, I was given a key and directed to the lockers where I was told to put everything I was carrying and wearing. In exchange, I was given a pair of slippers and a light robe.  

After changing, I was free to enjoy the communal showers, which were equipped with shampoo, combs, towels, disposable shavers, toothbrushes and cologne. After my shower, I soaked in a Roman-style hot bath and then had a sauna. Mmmm! Then I went to the lounge and relaxed, while groups of Japanese businessmen chatted or watched the cinema-sized TV. For dinner, I bought soup, noodles and beer at vending machines. 

Soon it was time to go to bed. At first, it felt a bit claustrophobic crawling into my tiny capsule, but after a while I began to realise that this could be quite cosy and fun! 

I actually got a good night’s sleep, even though I could hear every cough and snore coming from the seventy gentlemen sleeping all around me. 

All in all, it was a fascinating experience and something you should do if you’re ever in Tokyo. One thing though – if you’re a female, most capsule hotels won’t accept you, since there’s so little privacy. Some of them have a floor only for ladies, but these hotels are hard to find. 

1.
List two things that are unusual about capsule hotels, according to paragraph 1.

2.
Why do the Japanese often miss the last train home?

3.
Why do guests at the hotel put all their things in a locker?

4.
Which of the following does the writer NOT mention doing?


a.
Having a shower.


b.
Having a sauna.


c.
Chatting with Japanese people.


d.
Eating dinner.

5.
Write T (true) or F (false). Then copy the words that justify your answers. 


1.
You must book a room at a capsule hotel in advance.   ……


2.
The writer got used to being in a small space.   ……

6.
Complete the following sentence. 


Most capsule hotels don’t 
 .

Webquest

Choose one the following unique hotels and prepare a brochure to advertise that hotel. Include the points listed below in your brochure.

PJ’s Underground Bed & Breakfast

Cappadocia Cave Suites
Dog Bark Park Inn
Tree House Lodge 

Ice Hotel
· location of the hotel 

· how to get to the hotel

· types of accommodations

· activities available at the hotel 

· activities available in the area

· what makes this hotel unique
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