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Read the text and answer the questions that follow.

Weird Weather

Have you ever heard of ball lightning or St. Elmo’s Fire? They're just two of the weird and rare weather phenomena that look like special effects in a film.

Ball Lightning – As you can guess from the name, this is round lightning. Ranging in size from a few centimetres to over two metres in diameter, it can be noisy and destructive 
(it has destroyed buildings and killed people) or silent and harmless. It can move through objects – including walls and windows – and there are well-documented cases of it in people's homes and even inside aeroplanes. Scientists can't yet fully explain ball lightning, but recent experiments indicate that it may result from a chemical reaction between ordinary lightning and the object it strikes.

St. Elmo’s Fire – The blue “flames” or glow of St. Elmo’s Fire are not really from a fire.
St. Elmo’s Fire is a harmless electrical event that occurs when there’s an imbalance of electrical charges in the air during or after thunderstorms. The phenomenon was first described 2,000 years ago. Later, it got its name from sailors in the Mediterranean Sea who saw it on their ships’ masts and named it after their patron saint, St. Elmo. St. Elmo’s Fire usually occurs on tall, pointed objects, such as ship masts, street lamps and church steeples.

Blue Moon – The idiom once in a blue moon means “very rarely”. According to the Oxford English Dictionary, the phrase comes from the fact that there's no such thing as a blue moon. However, according to meteorologists, blue moons do occur – as a result of dust, ash and other pollutants released into the atmosphere by wildfires or volcanic eruptions. When this happens, the moon appears to be blue as we view it through a haze of dust or ash.

Fish and Frog Rain – Rainstorms that pour down fish or frogs as well as water have been reported for centuries. They're more frequent than you might think: in Britain alone, for instance, fish-rains have occurred six times during the past 30 years, and there were two frog-rains in the 1990s. The phenomenon occurs when mini-tornadoes, or waterspouts, collect fish and frogs near the surface of water and carry them into storm clouds. Eventually, the clouds release the rain together with the animals.

1.
What is the shape and size of ball lightning?

2.
How do scientists think ball lightning might be created?

3.
When does St. Elmo's Fire occur?

4.
How did St. Elmo's Fire get its name?

5.
If we say something happens “once in a blue moon”, what do we mean?

6.
In the last paragraph, why are the 1990s mentioned?

7.
How are fish and frogs carried into storm clouds?

8.
Complete the sentences.


1.
Ship masts, street lamps and church steeples are examples of 




 .


2.
Viewing the moon through a haze of dust or ash 




 .

Webquest

Here are five more rare weather phenomena. Choose one and explain what it is, how it forms and why it is so unique. Also search the Internet to find a picture or video that shows this phenomenon.

1.
Derecho

2.
Gustnado

3.
Funnel cloud

4.
Sun pillar

5.
Aurora

These Internet sites are a good place to begin your search:

http://www.spc.noaa.gov/misc/AbtDerechos/derechofacts.htm
http://www.weatheronline.co.uk/reports/wxfacts/Gustnado.htm
http://www.absoluteastronomy.com/topics/Funnel_cloud
http://www.weatheronline.co.uk/reports/wxfacts/Sun-pillar.htm
http://www.phy6.org/Education/aurora.htm
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