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Read the text and answer the questions that follow.

A Force of Nature

Hurakan was a Mayan god who controlled wind and storms and caused catastrophic floods. And for the Carib Indians in the Caribbean Islands, he was an evil god. So perhaps it’s not surprising that “hurricane” became the English word for a powerful and destructive force of nature. You’ve probably heard of Hurricane Katrina. It occurred in August 2005 along the southern coast of the United States, killed over 1,000 people and destroyed much of the city of New Orleans. What else do you know about these storms? Here are some facts about hurricanes that you probably don’t know:

· Hurricanes, typhoons and tropical cyclones are the same thing: wind and rain storms that form above warm ocean water, with winds blowing from 118 to nearly 250 km per hour. Whether the storm is called a hurricane, typhoon or tropical cyclone depends on where it occurs. For example, in the north-west Pacific Ocean, they are called typhoons – typhoon is from the Greek for “whirlwind” and a Chinese dialect word for “big wind” – whilst in the north-east Pacific they’re called hurricanes.

· Hurricanes typically last for about seven days.

· They can be nearly 1,000 kms wide.

· They rotate around a calm centre called the “eye”. 

· While rotating around the eye, these storms also move over water at speeds of around 30 km per hour. 

· They don’t all reach land, but when they do, they often create a “storm surge” – huge waves that hit the coast – which causes flooding. 

· The World Meteorological Organisation names every hurricane, typhoon and tropical cyclone. There are six regional lists of names, recycled over six years. When a storm is especially deadly and destructive, its name is never used again and a new name is added to the list. 

· These storms are observed and tracked with satellite images and radar.
In addition, “hurricane hunters” – pilots who fly into the storms in planes equipped with sophisticated measuring equipment – provide details about wind speed and direction, temperatures and air pressure. With all of this information, meteorologists can predict where and when a storm will reach land.

1.
What is the origin of the word “hurricane”?

2.
What is the “eye” of a storm? 

3.
What is a storm surge and what is its effect?

4.
How do these storms receive names? 

5.
When is a new name added to the list of storm names?

6.
What three things do meteorologists rely on for information about hurricanes?

7.
Complete the sentences.


1.
The word “typhoon” is derived from 




 .



2.
A name is taken off the list when a storm 
 .


3.
Details such as wind speed and direction 
 .

Webquest

Below is a list of places where major natural disasters have occurred. Choose one of these natural disasters and report on the following:

· what caused the natural disaster

· where the disaster took place

· when the disaster took place

· what damage the disaster caused

· how many people died

· what, if anything, could have been done to prevent the disaster or the number of deaths 

	Hurricane
	Earthquake
	Floods
	Volcanic Eruptions

	· Galveston, Texas, USA 

· Burma (Myannmar)

· Bangladesh
	· Tangshan, China

· Kwanto, Japan

· Ashgabat, Turkmenistan
	· Huang He (Yellow) River, China

· Yangtze River, China

· Johnstown, PA, USA
	· Mt. Tambora, Indonesia

· Mt. Pelee, West Indies

· Mt. Vesuvius, Italy


These Internet sites are a good place to begin your search:

http://www.epicdisasters.com/

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Main_Page  (Search for your city/country + disaster)

http://www.pbs.org/wgbh/nova/flood/deluge.html 

http://www.pbs.org/wgbh/nova/vesuvius/deadliest.html 

http://www.pbs.org/wgbh/nova/megavolcano/blasts.html
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