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Viewpoints 1
Web Extra


Read the text and answer the questions that follow.

Treating Animals With Respect

Every year in England and Wales, over a million phone calls are made to the helplines of The Royal Society for the Prevention of Cruelty to Animals (RSPCA). For nearly two hundred years, the RSPCA has been educating the public on animal care, lobbying for animal-protection laws and rescuing mistreated animals.

The RSPCA’s aim is for “a world in which all humans respect and live in harmony with all other members of the animal kingdom.” To many of us today, this is an obvious attitude, but it wasn’t always so.

For centuries in Britain, as elsewhere, animals weren’t considered to have any rights. They were used for work, food, protection and transportation, and their health and comfort were considered important only so they could perform their job or provide meat.

But in 1822, Richard Martin, a Member of Parliament, thought differently. He worked hard to pass legislation banning cruelty to farm animals. The law, the first of its kind in the country, was passed and went into effect in July of that year.

Two years later, he and 22 other people established the Society for the Prevention of Cruelty to Animals – the first such organisation in the world. Within a decade, British public opinion towards animals began to change for the better, and in 1840, Queen Victoria showed her approval of the Society’s work by allowing it to add the word “Royal” to its title.

Today, the RSPCA has a large staff of inspectors who investigate conditions at various places where animals are kept. They also investigate cases of animal abuse, including activities such as dog fighting and trapping of wild birds – which are against the law. The Society also employs animal collection officers that rescue mistreated, lost and abandoned animals. In addition, the RSPCA runs animal clinics and shelters, and continues its education and legislative work. It has also inspired and helped establish similar organisations around the world.

If you’re interested in learning more, take a look at their website http://www.rspca.org.uk, including the section called The Den (go to the section called UNDER 8TEENZ), which is especially for kids and teenagers and is full of interesting facts, animal-care tips, games and more!

1.
Name three of the RSPCA’s activities.

2.
What is the purpose of the RSPCA?

3.
What was the significance of the law that Richard Martin managed to get passed in Parliament?

4.
Give two examples of illegal activities that involve animals.

5.
What is the job of the RSPCA animal collection officers?

6.
What influence has the RSPCA had globally?

7.
Write T (true) or F (false). Justify your answers with sentences from the text.


1.
The RSPCA was founded over two centuries ago.   ……


2.
Traditionally, animals were considered to have no rights.   ……


3.
The SPCA helped change the British public’s attitude towards animals.   ……


4.
Queen Victoria supported the SPCA’s ideas.   ……


5.
Dog fighting is legal in the UK.   ……

Webquest

Go to: http://www.rspca.org.uk/ and do one of the following:

1.
Click on “How can you help”. Report to your class one of the ways someone can help the RSPCA.

2.
Click on “Campaigns”, then “Current Campaigns” Choose one of the campaigns listed on the right and report which animal they are trying to help and how.

3.
Click on “Advice Centre”. Choose a topic listed on the right and report on at least five questions and answers you find interesting.
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