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Viewpoints 1
Web Extra


Read the text and answer the questions that follow.

The Endangered List

For many years the world has been talking about endangered animals. Due to excessive hunting, overpopulation and deforestation, natural habitats have been destroyed, leading to a decrease in wild animal populations all over the world.

Generally, an endangered animal is one whose population has decreased to the point where it is in danger of disappearing forever. However, there are different levels of endangered animals:

Critically endangered: These are animals that have lost more than 80% of their population in the last three generations, or over the last 15 years. The Iberian lynx and Mediterranean monk seal are examples of critically endangered species.

Over one hundred years ago there were 100,000 Iberian lynx wandering Spain and its neighbouring countries. By the early 1990s, there were less than 1,000 Iberian lynx in the western Mediterranean. Today, there are only about 150 lynx in existence. Where did they all go?  Rabbits are the main source of food for the Iberian lynx, but after a population explosion of rabbits in the 1950s, several Mediterranean countries tried to reduce the rabbit population through hunting and by introducing diseases. It worked, but reducing the rabbit population also reduced the amount of food available to the Iberian lynx. Now considered one of the most critically endangered species, special projects are 
re-introducing rabbits into the lynx habitats.

The Mediterranean monk seal is another critically endangered species. It used to inhabit the Mediterranean, the Sea of Marmora, the Black Sea and much of the west coast of Africa. However, during the past century many countries like France, Italy, Egypt and Spain have noted that the monk seal has disappeared from their seas.

Endangered: An endangered species is one that has lost about 50% of its population.

One example of an endangered species is the European mink. This animal once thrived in most of Europe and Russia, but with numbers declining rapidly in Eastern Europe and only small populations existing in Spain and France, the European mink has been on the endangered species list since 1994. It is already considered extinct in Switzerland and possibly, in Croatia and Serbia.

Vulnerable: A species facing a high risk of extinction in the wild in the future is considered vulnerable and moving toward becoming endangered.

An example of this is the Lesser Kestrel. A basic reason for this vulnerability is the decrease of safe nesting places for many birds. Old buildings and warehouses, which provide good hiding places for many birds, are being destroyed. Increased farming and deforestation have reduced available food for the Lesser Kestrel. Every year, it is becoming harder and harder to find this beautiful bird in the wild.

1.
List two reasons why animals are becoming endangered.


1.




2.



2.
List two methods some countries used to reduce the number of rabbits.


1.




2.



3.
How did reducing the number of rabbits affect the Iberian lynx?

4.
What proof is there that Mediterranean monk seals are a critically endangered species?

5.
Complete the sentences.


1.
The Mediterranean and the Black Sea are areas which 




 .


2.
Switzerland is an example of a country where 




 .


3.
Lesser Kestrels have fewer places to nest because 





 .

Webquest

Choose one of the animals listed below and prepare a presentation or poster that gives information about the following endangered animals:

1.
Blue Whale

2.
Fin Whale

3.
Garden Dormouse

4.
Canary Shrew

5.
Madiera Pipistrelle

6.
Sperm Whale

7.
Northern Right Whale

Include some of the answers to some of the questions below.

1.
What does this animal look like?

2.
How endangered is this animal?

3.
In which area(s) of Spain and the region does this animal live?

4.
Does this animal live in any other area in the world. If yes, where?

5.
What is the natural habitat of this animal?

6.
What is this animal’s diet?

7.
How many babies does this animal usually give birth to?

8.
What is causing this animal to become endangered or extinct?

These Internet sites are a good place to begin your search:

http://www.animalinfo.org/country/spain.htm
http://www.monachus-guardian.org/factfiles/medit01.htm 

http://www.iucnredlist.org/details/14018 

http://www.nwf.org/nationalwildlife/article.cfm?issueID=80&articleID=1190
http://www.iberianature.com/mammals/iberian-lynx/
http://www.waza.org/conservation/projects/index.php?main=index&view=eurasia
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