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Read the text and answer the questions that follow.

Saving the World’s Natural and Cultural Landmarks

Created by the United Nations Educational, Scientific and Cultural Organization (UNESCO), the purpose of World Heritage is to help identify, protect and preserve natural, cultural and historical landmarks around the world. World Heritage believes that historical landmarks that have already been destroyed by nature or man cannot be replaced, and that nations must preserve those that still exist. 

To be included on the World Heritage List, each country in the world has the right to nominate sites within their country. These sites must meet at least one of ten cultural or natural criteria decided upon by World Heritage in 2004.

Here are a few of the criteria:

Cultural Criteria:

1.
Represent a masterpiece of human creative genius.

2.
Be an outstanding example of a type of building, architectural or technological collection or landscape that illustrates important stages in human history.

Natural Criteria:

1.
Contain unmatched natural phenomena or areas of special natural beauty and artistic importance.

2.
Represent important on-going ecological and biological processes in the evolution and development of terrestrial, fresh water, coastal and marine ecosystems of plants and animals.

You can view all the criteria at: World Heritage Center – The Criteria for Selection.
Here are examples of four landmarks that meet some of these criteria:

1.
Iguaçu National Park, Brazil

This park contains one of the largest and most impressive waterfalls in the world, with the semicircular waterfall reaching 80 metres in height. The park is home to many rare and endangered species of plants and animals, including the giant otter and giant anteater.

2.
Kronborg Castle, Denmark

Constructed in the 16th century, the Kronborg Castle played a vital role in the history of Northern Europe. The castle is the setting for one of Shakespeare’s most famous plays, Hamlet.

3.
Sichuan Giant Panda Sanctuaries, China

The Sichuan Sanctuaries are home to more than 30 per cent of the world’s endangered pandas. The sanctuary includes seven nature reserves and nine parks.

4.
The Old Town of Segovia and its Aqueduct, Spain

The aqueduct was built by the Romans around AD 50. The aqueduct is built of granite blocks and until recently still carried water to the city. It is considered one of the greatest Roman monuments in Spain. The Gothic cathedral in Segovia Old Town is also a World Heritage site.

Unfortunately, not all Heritage landmarks are safe from destruction. Thirty-one sites, including the Galápagos Islands of Ecuador, the ancient city of Abu Mena in Egypt and Manas Wildlife Sanctuary in India are on the endangered landmark list.

To view the whole list of World Heritage sites, go to: http://whc.unesco.org/en/list
To view the list of sites in danger, go to: http://whc.unesco.org/en/danger/
1.
What is the purpose of World Heritage?

2.
Who nominates the sites to be placed on the World Heritage list?

3.
According to information in the text, are these Heritage sites natural or cultural landmarks? 
Put a tick (() in the correct column.

	
	Natural
	Cultural

	Iguaçu National Park 
	
	

	Kronborg Castle
	
	

	Sichuan Giant Panda Sanctuaries
	
	

	Old Town of Segovia 
	
	


4.
Choose two landmarks above. Which criteria do you think UNESCO used to choose each landmark?
	Name of landmark
	
	Criteria

	1.


	
	


	
	
	

	2.


	
	



5.
Name two sites that are on the Heritage Landmarks endangered list.


………………………………………….
………………………………………….
Webquest

Choose one of the following:

1.
Choose four sites from the World Heritage List at http://whc.unesco.org/en/list and report to the class:

a.
Where is the site located?

b.
Is it a natural or cultural site?

c.
What is special about this site?

d.
Why is it on the list?

2.
Choose one country in the world. Plan a trip to that country to view at least two Heritage sites. Include the reason you chose this country, the specific sites you wish to see, transportation costs and accommodation options.

These Internet sites are a good place to begin your search:

http://away.com/index.html
http://www.lonelyplanet.com/destinations
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