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Read the text and answer the questions that follow.

Strange Sports

Have you ever heard of bossaball or zorbing? If not, you’re not alone. All over the world people are looking for ways to change the way traditional sports are played. If you’re not into football, tennis or snowboarding, maybe one of these sports is for you.

1.
Bossaball – Bossaball was created in Belgium only a few years ago.

It combines the art of bouncing on a trampoline with the game of volleyball. The bossaball court is a specially designed inflated court with two trampolines and a volleyball net. For safety the whole area is heavily padded and a big red barrier called a bossawall surrounds the trampoline area. Two teams, made up of three to five players, are allowed to touch the ball up to eight times, using their hands, feet or head. Jumping on the trampoline, a player then hits or kicks the ball to the other team. If the ball hits the trampoline on the other side, the first team gets three points. If the ball touches any other part of the court, the team gets one point. The first team to get 30 points wins. Music is an important part of the game: without some lively samba, bossaball just wouldn’t be the same!

2.
Zorbing, invented in New Zealand in the early 1990’s, is considered by many to be an extreme sport. It consists of an inflatable clear plastic ball, called a zorb, that a person can climb into. The passenger is strapped in, and then the zorb is pushed down a grassy hill. The inventors, Andrew Akers and Dwayne van der Sluis, originally used the zorb to walk on water, but they discovered that rolling down a hill in the inflatable ball was even more fun, and so the sport of zorbing began. There are three types of zorbing:

· Harness Zorb Ride – the passenger is strapped into the zorb before rolling down a hill.

· Hydro Zorb Ride – a bucket of water is added to the zorb. The passenger isn’t strapped in and slips and sloshes around the inside of the ball as it rolls.

· Zylinder Ride – developed for children who are too small for the big zorbs, the zylinder is shaped like a cylinder and is open on both sides so getting in and out is easy.

First played in Rotorua, New Zealand, today you can find zorbing in Asia, Europe and North America.

Are you looking for a strange or weird type of sport, something your friends have never heard of? Find out more about other strange sports at the World of Weird Sports.

1.
Answer the following questions.


1.
Bossaball is a combination of which two sports?


2.
Why might bossaball be dangerous?


3.
What does a bossaball player need to do to score 3 points?


4.
What was the zorb originally used for?


5.
What two differences are there between zorbing and hydro zorbing?


6.
Who was the zylinder developed for?

2.
Write true (T) or false (F).


1.
No one wants to play traditional sports anymore.
……


2.
The bossawall protects the players.
……


3.
Bossaball cannot be played without loud music.
……


4.
The zorb was not originally intended for extreme sport.
……


5.
There are different versions of zorbing.
……

Webquest

Below is a list of strange sports played in different countries around the world.
Write a paragraph about one of these sports. Include some background information
about the sport and some of the rules.

· Bog Snorkelling

· Blokarting

· Lawnmower racing

· Cheese Chasing

· Camel Wrestling

· Chessboxing

· Buzkashi

These Internet sites are a good place to begin your search:

From Camel Wrestling to Cheese Chasing: Strange Sports on the Rise
http://www.foxnews.com/story/0,2933,288871,00.html
Bog snorkeling
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Bog_snorkelling
http://bogsnorkeling.com/
Blokarting
http://www.exhilaration.co.uk/Adrenaline/Action_days/Introduction_to_Blokarting
Lawnmower racing
http://www.blmra.co.uk/modules/content/?id=3
Cheese chasing
http://www.bbc.co.uk/gloucestershire/cheese_rolling/
Camel wrestling
http://www.2camels.com/camel-wrestling-championship.php
Chessboxing
http://site.wcbo.org/content/e14/index_en.html
Buzkashi
http://www.afghan-web.com/sports/buzkashi.html
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