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Read the film review and answer the questions that follow.

Review of Cool Runnings
Starring: John Candy, Doug E. Doug, Leon, Malik Yoba

If the idea for this film weren’t based on reality, it would be ridiculous. After all, who would imagine that a bobsledding team could exist in sunny, tropical Jamaica – and actually participate in the Olympics?

Yet this is what actually happened. When a Jamaican bobsledding team showed up at the 1988 Winter Olympics in Calgary, Canada, many thought it was a joke. The team didn’t do very well, which makes sense since its members had never got on an actual bobsled until two months before the Olympics. However, they went on practising after the competition was over and in the 1992 games, they were an amazing success, being placed ahead of teams from the US, France, Russia and Italy.

Cool Runnings tells the story of this team, with many fictional details. The film’s hero is Jamaican sprinter Derice Bennock (Leon). Derice’s only ambition in life is to run in the Olympics, but he is disqualified because another competitor accidentally trips him. With sprinting no longer an option, he thinks of another idea. Irv Blitzer (Candy), a friend of his father’s and a former American bobsledder, is living in Jamaica. Why not start a bobsledding team?

He convinces Blitzer to be the coach and persuades his go-karting partner Sanka (Doug) to join. After two more men are found to make a team of four, Blitzer begins to train them – in the heat, without any snow. Training includes hilarious scenes of practising in a pushcart on a dirt road, and eventually crashing into a police car. And how do they develop cold-weather endurance? By spending time in the freezer of an ice-cream truck, of course!

At the Olympics, the men are like fish out of water. They’re still not used to the freezing weather, and what’s more, they’re blacks competing in a white-dominated sport. Despite all this, they perform well until things go wrong, metres from the finish line.

Using a combination of drama and humour, Cool Runnings manages to portray the passion and dedication of these athletes, who are fighting against all odds. The men are heroes we can all look up to, inspiring us to achieve our goals no matter what. This film will delight viewers of all ages.

1.
Why is it strange for a bobsledding team to come from Jamaica?

2.
Complete the sentence.


At the 1988 Winter Olympics, the Jamaican team ………………………………………… ,
but they improved …………………………………………. .

3.
Write T (true) or F (false). Then copy the words that justify your answer.


Everything in the film is based on real events.
……

4.
Derice Bennock forms a bobsledding team because … .


a.
he enjoys bobsledding


b.
he wants to take part in the Olympics


c.
Blitzer convinces him to do it


d.
he feels it would be easier than sprinting

5.
Circle the correct answer.


From the sentence: "Despite all this, they perform well until things go wrong, metres from the finish line." (paragraph 5), we can infer that the team succeeded / did not succeed in the games.

6.
The writer feels that the film … .


a.
will motivate people.


b.
relies too much on humour.


c.
is unsuitable for children.


d.
is very realistic.

Webquest

1.
Choose one the sport films listed on the sites below. List the following information about
the film:


a.
When was the film produced?


b.
Who was the director?


c.
Who were the main actors and what roles did they play?

2.
Read the summary of the film and watch the trailer on YouTube or IMBD (see links below).
Then write a brief review. State whether you think you will like or dislike the film and why.


These Internet sites are a good place to begin your search:


The Greatest Sports Films of All-Time
http://www.filmsite.org/sportsfilms.html

Top 50 Sport films by average vote
http://www.imdb.com/Sections/Genres/Sport/average-vote
IMBD - film trailers - http://www.imdb.com/Sections/Trailers/
YouTube – film trailer
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