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Read the text and answer the questions that follow.

Beauty – the Ugly Truth

We all like to believe that we value people for their personality, intelligence, or accomplishments. However, it seems that wherever we go, success is linked with appearance.

Research shows that good-looking students get higher marks, attractive patients get better care and handsome criminals receive lighter sentences than plain-looking people. The home is no exception: according to studies, cute children receive more attention from their mothers than unattractive children do.

In the workplace, attractive people get preferential treatment. Studies show that when identically qualified candidates apply for the same job, the better-looking one always gets the job. And once they have the job, the good-looking workers of either sex earn 12 per cent more for the same work than their plainer colleagues.

Even in sport, how you look can matter more than how you play. Beautiful tennis player Anna Kournikova is much richer and more famous than other, higher-ranked players. And how about footballer David Beckham? It was great looks more than great kicks that got him superstar status.

Some social scientists believe that, like sexism and racism, this is a form of discrimination, and they’ve even given it a name: lookism. Others, however, feel that the preference for better-looking people is a basic instinct. In prehistoric times, men might have associated a woman’s healthy appearance with her ability to have healthy children. And a tall, strong-looking man was probably perceived as a better protector, and therefore a preferable choice for a partner.

Despite what the research shows, all is not lost. There are many examples of great leaders and business legends who were short or plain. And remember, anyone can increase their attractiveness by being confident, smiling and dressing well.

1.
Write the ways in which attractive people are treated better, according to the text.


School:




Doctor’s clinic: 



Court:




Home:




Work:
a.





b.



2.
According to what you have read, how would you define lookism?

3.
What types of appearance did prehistoric people probably prefer? Complete the chart.

	
	Appearance
	Reason

	Women
	
	ability to have healthy children

	Men
	
	


4.
Write T (True) or F (False) and write the sentence in the text that justifies your answer.


All successful  people in history have been good-looking.
……



 .

5.
Acting confident, standing straight and dressing well are examples of 




 .

Webquest

In every era there are popular hairstyles for men and women. Find out about the following hairstyles, what they looked like and in which era they were popular:

· Dreadlocks

· Afro

· Mohawks

· Beehives

· Pompadours

These Internet sites are a good place to begin your search:

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/beehive_hairstyle
http://edition.cnn.com/2007/LIVING/homestyle/07/20/bad.hair/index.html
http://www.movinghere.org.uk/galleries/histories/caribbean/working_lives/hair_styles.htm
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Mohawk_hairstyle
http://www.jamaicans.com/culture/rasta/dreadlocks.shtml
http://www.beauty-and-the-bath.com/mens-pompadour-hairstyle.html
They get higher marks.
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